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In accordance with regulations and the delegated authority provided in Title 36, Code of Federal 
Regulations (“36 CFR”), Chapter 1, Parts 1-7, authorized by Title 16 United States Code, Section 3, the 
following provisions apply to all lands and waters administered by the National Park Service, within the 
boundaries of Herbert Hoover National Historic Site (NHS). Unless otherwise stated, these regulatory 
provisions apply in addition to the requirements contained in 36 CFR, Chapter 1, Parts 1-7. 
 
Written determinations, which explain the reasoning behind the Superintendent’s use of discretionary 
authority, as required by Section 1.5(c), appear in this document identified by italicized print. 
 
I. 36 CFR §1.5 – VISITING HOURS, PUBLIC USE LIMITS, CLOSURES, AND AREA 

DESIGNATIONS FOR SPECIFIC USE OR ACTIVITIES 
 
(a)(1) The following closures and restrictions are established for all or a portion of the park to all 
public use or to a certain use or activity: 
 
Closures and Restrictions: 
 
(a)(1)  The following areas are closed to vehicles, except for official use, during the periods indicated.   

 Loop Road…………………Closed 10:00 pm – 6:00 am 
 Water Street Parking Lot…..Closed 10:00 pm – 6:00 am 
 Historic Traces……………..Closed 24 hrs 

 
(a)(1)  The following closures are also in effect: 
 
-- The area including and surrounding the Hoover Gravesite is closed to skiing, sledding, and similar 
winter activities. 
 
-- The creek bank areas below ground level, including the areas beneath all bridges are closed to public 
use.  Except for official activities, walking and climbing on the creek banks is prohibited. 
 
-- The Commemorative Zone and the Historic Core Area within Herbert Hoover National Historic Site 
(NHS) are closed to recreational and sporting activities that potentially detract from the historic setting of 
the park, result in conflict among visitor use activities, or threaten natural or cultural resources. Prohibited 
activities include but are not limited to the following: racing, skating (including in-line skating), 
skateboarding, ball playing, kite flying, model airplane flying, throwing objects through the air (frisbee’s, 
footballs, etc.), and sunbathing. Prohibited activities do not include walking, hiking, strolling, jogging, or 
bicycling. Specific prohibitions on certain activities may be addressed in other regulations.  (See attached 
map for designated areas) 

                 



-- The Commemorative Zone within Herbert Hoover NHS is closed to all commercial/ professional 
photography/ filming unless authorized by the superintendent.  This area is identified on the attached map 
and is available for viewing at park headquarters. 
 
-- Eating and drinking are prohibited in the following areas: 
 Interior of the Birthplace Cottage 
 Interior of the Friends (Quaker) Meetinghouse 
 Interior of the Schoolhouse 
 Interior of the Blacksmith Shop 
 
-- The attachment of any items on any trees or park structures is prohibited. 
 
-- Climbing on statutes, plaques, fences, historic structures, or historic objects is prohibited at all times. 
 
-- Climbing on trees and swinging on low lying branches within the historic site are prohibited at all 
times. 
 
-- Climbing on or standing on the marble headstones of the President and Mrs. Hoover is prohibited at all 
times. 
 
-- Public buildings at Herbert Hoover NHS will be closed Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's Day. 
 
DETERMINATION: 
The described portions of the park including these closure locations are necessary for the maintenance of 
public safety, the protection of scenic values, and the protection of natural and cultural resources. Less 
restrictive measures will not suffice because of the potential threat to irreplaceable cultural resources. 
These closures protect park resources and processes from physical disturbance, damage, and/or removal 
at times when park staff is either limited or absent. They also help prevent accidents that could result in 
serious personal injury and/or property damage. 
Herbert Hoover NHS was established to preserve in public ownership historically significant properties 
associated with the life of Herbert Hoover.  It is place of learning through on-site exhibits, museums, 
ranger-led interpretive programs and self-guided tours. The cultural, archaeological, historical, and 
natural resources within the park’s boundaries are to be preserved for the enjoyment of the park visitor 
within that preservation context. Due to the significant number of archaeological resources and cultural 
landscapes located within the park, recreational activities not conducive to the study and interpretation of 
this historic and natural scene are restricted.  
 
Exceptions: 
NPS sponsored and approved public meetings, programs and special events, scheduled to occur in the 
park after designated closure hours are exempt. 
 
1.5(a)(2) The following areas have been designated for a specific use or activity, under the 
conditions and/or restrictions as noted:  
  

▫ Camping: See 2.10 of this compendium for specific camping area designations. 
▫ Picnicking: See Section 2.11 of this compendium for specific picnicking area designations. 
▫ Horses and Pack Animals: See Section 2.16 of this compendium for specific area designations. 
▫ Skating, Skateboards, & Similar Devices: See Section 2.20 of this compendium for specific area 

designations 
▫ Swimming and Bathing: See Section 3.21 of this compendium for specific area designations 
▫ Bicycles: See Section 4.30 of this compendium for specific area designations 

                 



II. 36 CFR §1.6 – ACTIVITIES THAT REQUIRE A PERMIT 
 
(c)     Special Use Permits or Commercial Use Authorizations are required for all organized group 
activities and special events.  All persons desiring to hold events on Herbert Hoover NHS grounds are to 
be referred to the Chief Ranger’s office.  All permits will be processed in accordance with the provisions 
of the Director’s Order #53, Special Park Uses. 
 
 (f) The following is a compilation of those activities for which a permit from the superintendent is 
required:   
 

 2.4(d) Carry or possess a weapon, trap, or net 
 2.5(a) Specimen collection (Take plant, fish, wildlife, rocks or minerals) 
 2. 10(a) Camping (see also §2.10 of this Compendium) 
 2.12 (a)(4) Operation of a public address system in connection with a public gathering or special 

event for which a permit has been issued pursuant to §2.50 or §2.51 
 2.37 Soliciting or demanding gifts, money goods or services 
 2.38(b) Using or possessing fireworks 
 2.50(a) Conduct a sports event, pageant, regatta, public spectator attraction, entertainment, 

ceremony, and similar events 
 2.51(a) Public assemblies, meetings, gatherings, demonstrations, parades and other public 

expressions of views 
 2.52(a) Sale or distribution of printer matter that is not solely commercial advertising 
 5.1 Advertisements - (Display, posting or distribution.) 
 5.3 Engaging in or soliciting any business (requires a permit, contract or other written agreement 

with the United States, or must be pursuant to special regulations). 
 5.5(a) Commercial filming of motion pictures or television involving the use of professional 

casts, settings or crews, other than bona fide newsreel or news television 
 5.5(b) Still photography of vehicles, or other articles of commerce or models for the purpose of 

commercial advertising 
 
DETERMINATION: 
Title 16 United States Code § 1 directs the National Park Service to “regulate the use of Federal areas 
known as national parks……” Title 16 United States Code § 3 directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
“make and publish such rules and regulations…..necessary or proper for the use and management of the 
parks…under jurisdiction of the National Park Service….” Title 36 Code of Federal Regulations meets 
these statutory requirements (in part) and identifies the above listed activities as those to be regulated by 
a permit issued by the superintendent. 

 

                 



III. GENERAL REGULATIONS  
 
36 CFR §2.1 – PRESERVATION OF NATURAL, CULTURAL AND ARCHEOLOGICAL 
RESOURCES 
 
 (c)(1) Edible fruits, nuts, and berries may be gathered by hand for personal use and consumption. The 
allowable limit is one half-gallon per-person, per-day for nuts and berries and a bushel per-person per-day 
for apples and black walnuts.  The commercial use of gathered items is prohibited. The use of bush rakes 
or other harvesting devices is prohibited. Picking, gathering or harvesting mushrooms is prohibited.  
 
DETERMINATION: 
Historically visitors have enjoyed collecting berries and nuts for personal consumption within Herbert 
Hoover NHS. These native natural resources are renewable and in abundant supply. The collecting of 
plant fruits is not of a nature, magnitude, and duration that will result in a “significant alteration in the 
public use pattern” because these berries and nuts are a sustainable and renewable natural resource and 
are available in the park in an abundant supply. As such, their removal in the quantities specified does 
not constitute impairment to park resources and values and will not adversely affect the park’s natural, 
aesthetic or cultural values. It does not require significant modification to the park’s resource 
management objectives. 
 
36 CFR §2.2 - WILDLIFE PROTECTION 
 
 (d) Lawfully taken and properly tagged wildlife and wildlife parts may be transported through the 
Herbert Hoover NHS on Parkside Drive. All other Park roads are closed to transportation of lawfully 
taken wildlife and wildlife parts, unless specifically approved by issuance of a Herbert Hoover NHS 
Permit to Transport Wildlife. Herbert Hoover NHS residents may transport lawfully taken wildlife to their 
place of residence by the shortest Park route without a permit.  
 
(e) The use of an artificial light to view wildlife anywhere in the park is prohibited.  
 
DETERMINATION: 
Preventing this method of viewing wildlife makes detecting wildlife violations more successful, it makes 
criminal cases stronger in court, and it prevents wildlife disturbance while feeding, mating, and other 
activities that are necessary for them to survive. 
 
36 CFR §2.10 – CAMPING 
 
(a) The park is closed to camping in accordance with 36 CFR 1.5(a)(1). 
 
36 CFR §2.11 – PICNICKING
 
Picnicking is allowed only in designated picnic areas unless otherwise authorized by the superintendent.  
The group picnic shelter area is available by reservation or on a first-come, first-served basis when not 
reserved in advance.  Reservation notices will be posted at each shelter as appropriate.  Picnicking is also 
available in the Village Green. 
 
For the purposes of this section picnicking is defined as more than the mere possession or consumption of 
food at these locations.  It may include such activities as the spreading of blankets or ground covers, 
setting up tables and/ or chairs, cooking of food on portable grills or other cooking devices, storage of 
food in coolers or other containers, or other similar social activities. 
 
 

                 



DETERMINATION: 
This restriction from picnicking in specified areas of the park is necessary for the protection of scenic 
values, the protection of natural and cultural resources, the implementation of management 
responsibilities, the equitable allocation and use of facilities, and to avoid a conflict among visitor use 
activities. Less restrictive measures will not suffice because of the potential threat to irreplaceable 
cultural resources and physical site limitations. 
Herbert Hoover NHS was established to preserve in public ownership historically significant properties 
associated with the life of Herbert Hoover.  Park values and enjoyment of park resources are inescapably 
linked to the park’s cultural landscapes, historic structures, museum objects, and archeological resources 
as defined by Title 16 United States Code § 450bb. 
The cultural, archaeological, historical, and natural resources within the park’s boundaries are to be 
preserved for the enjoyment of the park visitor within that preservation context. Due to the significant 
number of archaeological resources and cultural landscapes located within the park, recreational 
activities not conducive to the study and interpretation of this historic and natural scene are restricted. 
This restriction is not of a nature, magnitude and duration that will result in a “significant alteration in 
the public use pattern” because picnickers are provided with designated areas to picnic. 
 
Section 2.12 – AUDIO DISTURBANCES 
 
(a)(1)(ii)  Any noise level from a radio, tape deck, or similar device more audible than conversational 
voice at a distance of 50 feet or more from the source is prohibited. 
 
DETERMINATION: 
Herbert Hoover NHS was established to preserve in public ownership historically significant properties 
associated with the life of Herbert Hoover. It is place of learning through on-site exhibits, museums, 
ranger-led interpretive programs and self-guided tours. The cultural, archaeological, historical, and 
natural resources within the park’s boundaries are to be preserved for the enjoyment of the park visitor 
within that preservation context.  The superintendent has determined that unreasonable noise conflicts 
with the purpose for which the historic site was established. 
 
36 CFR 2.13 – FIRES
 
 (a)(1)  Open fires are prohibited at all locations in the park, except for the locations cited below, or under 
the provisions of a special use permit:    
 
-- 1 or 2 burner camp stoves are permitted within both picnic shelters and on the Village Green.  Larger 
camp stoves will be allowed under the provisions of a special use permit. 
 
-- Charcoal and Wood Fires are permitted within the Boy Scout Shelter Fireplaces.  Fires are restricted to 
the fireplaces and must be limited to the size of the fireplace.  Portable charcoal grills may be used in the 
picnic area and Village Green.  Ashes and coals must be disposed of properly and safely so as not to 
cause a fire. 
 
 
DETERMINATION: 
 Allowing open fires only in existing fire enclosures, grills, or fire places that have been provided by the 
park helps to control human-caused fires.  Restricting fires also serves to inhibit the illegal collection of 
native vegetation.  Persons desiring to use portable grills do not compromise park management concerns 
when procedures for disposal of ashes/coals are followed. 
 
 

                 



 
36 CFR §2.15 – PETS
 
(a)(1)  Properly restrained pets are permitted in all areas of Herbert Hoover NHS with the exception of 
public buildings, unless specifically authorized by the superintendent.  Service animals are permitted in 
all buildings as necessary. 
 
DETERMINATION: 
This use restriction to possessing a pet(s) in all structures of the park is necessary for the maintenance of 
public safety, and the implementation of management responsibilities. Less restrictive measures will not 
suffice because of the potential threat to irreplaceable natural resources and to public safety. 
Herbert Hoover NHS was established to preserve in public ownership historically significant properties 
associated with the life of Herbert Hoover.  This use restriction is not of a nature, magnitude and 
duration that will result in a “significant alteration in the public use pattern” because of the purpose of 
the park as defined in Title 16 United States Code § 450bb.  
It is a place of learning through on-site exhibits, museums, ranger-led interpretive programs and self-
guided tours. The cultural, archaeological, historical, and natural resources within the park’s boundaries 
are to be preserved for the enjoyment of the park visitor within that preservation context. Due to the 
significant number of natural resources, archaeological resources, and cultural landscapes located 
within the park, recreational activities not conducive to the study and interpretation of this historic and 
natural scene are restricted. 
 
(a)(5)  Pet excrement must be immediately collected by the pet handler and removed from the site or 
deposited in an appropriate waste container. 
 
DETERMINATION: 
The requirement that pet excrement must be bagged and deposited in a trash receptacle is for the 
maintenance of public health and safety. Less restrictive measures will not suffice because of the potential 
sanitary and health threat to the public. 
 
(e)  Park residents may keep pets in accordance with the approved Herbert Hoover NHS pet policy. 
 
DETERMINATION: 
Government employees assigned to park housing in which pets are permitted must meet conditions that 
protect park resources and Government property. These conditions should not be overly burdensome to 
the employee as a tenant, and they should be identified in the park’s Housing Management Plan. 
 
36 CFR §2.16 – HORSES and PACK ANIMALS
 
(b) & (c) Horses and pack animals are not permitted on any site trails or roads, unless authorized by the 
superintendent. 
 
DETERMINATION
The superintendent has determined this restriction is necessary to maintain pubic safety and for the 
protection of environmental and scenic values of the site, and to avoid conflicts among visitor uses.  
 
36 CFR §2.17 – AIRCRAFT and AIR DELIVERY
 

FAA regulations may be found in 14 CFR Chapter 1. 
 
 

                 



 
36 CFR §2.18 – SNOWMOBILES
 
(c) Snowmobiles may be operated only on routes designated in section 7.60:   
 

 Snowmobiles; after consideration of existing special situations, i.e. depth of snow and depending 
on local weather conditions, the superintendent may permit the use of snowmobiles on the 
shoulder of the paved surface of Parkside Drive between Main Street in West Branch and 
Interstate Highway 80.  (36 CFR 7.60) 

 
36 CFR §2.19 – WINTER ACTIVITIES
  
(a)  Cross country skiing and snowshoeing are permitted on Herbert Hoover NHS grounds except for the 
Commemorative Zone which is closed to all recreational type activities.   
 
DETERMINATION: 
Herbert Hoover NHS was established to preserve in public ownership historically significant properties 
associated with the life of Herbert Hoover.  It is place that would manage resources and provide visitor 
experiences to emphasize the commemoration of Herbert Hoover. The cultural, archaeological, 
historical, and natural resources within the park’s boundaries are to be preserved for the enjoyment of 
the park visitor within that preservation context. Due to the cultural landscapes located within the 
commemorative zone, recreational activities not conducive to the study and interpretation of this historic 
and natural scene are restricted.  
 
36 CFR §2.20 – SKATING, SKATEBOARDS and SIMILAR DEVICES
 
Using roller skates, roller blades, skateboards, coasting vehicles, and similar devices are prohibited within 
the boundaries of Herbert Hoover NHS except for the areas listed below. 

Only those areas within the curtilage of a park residence are designated for the use of roller 
skates, skateboards, or similar devices by park residents and their guests. 

 
36 CFR §2.21 – SMOKING
 
(a) The following portions of the park, or all or portions of buildings, structures or facilities are 
closed to smoking: 
 �Smoking is prohibited within all structures located in Herbert Hoover NHS 
 �Smoking is also prohibited: 
1. Outside of any park structure not built of brick, stone, or some other nonflammable surface within 10 
feet of the structure. 
2. Within 25 feet of the park Maintenance Area above ground fuel tanks or portable fuel tanks. 
3. Within any Government vehicle or within 25 feet of any Government vehicle while fueling. 
 
DETERMINATION: 
Prohibiting smoking within and near structures protects employees, visitors, and the structures 
themselves from potential fire and smoke hazards. Prohibiting smoking within Government vehicles 
protects employees, visitors, and the vehicles themselves from potential fire and smoke hazards. 
Prohibiting smoking near fuel and fuel containers protects employees, visitors, and Government property 
from potential fire and smoke hazards. 
 
 
 

                 



 
36 CFR §2.22 – PROPERTY
 
Property may not be left unattended longer than 24 hours unless the Park Superintendent gives specific 
permission. 
 
36 CFR §2.23 – RECREATION FEES
 
Recreation fees have been established under 36 CFR 71.9 for Herbert Hoover NHS.  Fees charged, and 
Passes accepted, will comply with the Federal Lands Recreation Act of 2004. 
Entrance Fee Areas:   

Herbert Hoover NHS collects entrance fees at the National Park Service Visitor Center and at the 
Presidential Library-Museum during business hours. 
 
(c) The collection of recreation fees may be suspended during the following periods: 

• When so deemed by the Superintendent 
 
36 CFR §2.35 –ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES and CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 
 
2.35 (a)(3) In order to conform with state law and to protect park resources and visitors, all areas of the 
park are closed to the consumption of alcoholic beverages, with the following exceptions: 
 Designated Picnic Areas (picnic shelters and the Village Green) 
  
Also, the consumption of alcoholic beverages and/or the possession of a bottle, can, or other receptacle 
containing an alcoholic beverage that is open, or has been opened, or whose seal is broken, or the contents 
have been partially removed, is prohibited on all park property, including picnic areas during the annual 
celebration of HooverFest, occurring the first weekend of August. 
 
DETERMINATION: 
This closure for the consumption of an alcoholic beverage or the possession of an open container of an 
alcoholic beverage is necessary because such uses would be inappropriate considering other uses of 
these locations and the purposes for which they are maintained or established pursuant to Title 16 United 
States Code 450bb. Less restrictive measures will not suffice because of the potential threat to 
irreplaceable cultural resources and public safety.  
The national significance of Herbert Hoover NHS lies in the historic events that occurred with Herbert 
Hoover’s childhood and in the cultural and natural resources associated with those events.  Park values 
and enjoyment of park resources are inescapably linked to the park’s cultural landscapes, historic 
structures, museum objects, and archeological resources  
It is a place of learning through on-site exhibits, museums, ranger-led interpretive programs and self-
guided tours. The cultural, archaeological, historical, and natural resources within the park’s boundaries 
are to be preserved for the enjoyment of the park visitor within that preservation context. Due to the 
significant number of archaeological resources and cultural landscapes located within the park, activities 
not conducive to the study and interpretation of this historic and natural scene are restricted. 
 This closure is not of a nature, magnitude and duration that will result in a “significant alteration in the 
public use pattern” because consumption of alcoholic beverages can readily be carried out in nearby 
areas outside the park. In fact the modern town of West Branch is adjacent to the park and has many 
locations and businesses where the consumption and/or possession of alcoholic beverages are 
appropriate.  
As such, this closure does not constitute impairment to park resources and values and will not adversely 
affect the park’s natural, aesthetic, or cultural values. It does not require significant modification to the 
resource management objectives. It is also not of a highly controversial nature because those wishing to 

                 



consume alcoholic beverages have extensive opportunities to engage in these activities immediately 
adjacent to the closed areas of the park.  
Section 2.50 – SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
(e) All areas of the park are available for special events pursuant to a permit signed by the Superintendent. 
Permit application approvals or denials as they relate to specific park locations will be decided on a case-
by-case basis using the regulatory criteria found at 36 CFR §2.51(c)(1), (c)(2), (c)(3), (e)(1), (e)(2), (e)(3), 
(e)(4), and (e)(5). 
 
Section 2.51 – PUBLIC ASSEMBLIES, MEETINGS 
 
(e) All areas of the park are available for public assemblies, pursuant to a permit signed by the 
Superintendent. Permit application approvals or denials as they relate to specific park locations will be 
decided on a case-by-case basis using the regulatory criteria found at 36 CFR §2.51(c)(1), (c)(2), (c)(3), 
(e)(1), (e)(2), (e)(3), (e)(4), and (e)(5). 
 
Section 2.52 – SALE OR DISTRIBUTION OF PRINTED MATTER 
 
(e) All areas of the park are available for the sale or distribution of printed matter that is not solely 
commercial, pursuant to a permit signed by the Superintendent. 
Permit application approvals or denials as they relate to specific park locations will be decided on a case-
by-case basis using the regulatory criteria found at 36 CFR §2.52(c)(1), (c)(2), (c)(3), (c)(4), (c)(5), (e)(1), 
(e)(2), (e)(3), (e)(4), and (e)(5). 
 
Section 3.21 - SWIMMING 
 
(a)(1)  Swimming or wading is prohibited in the creek that flows through the park. 
 
DETERMINATION: 
The requirement that swimming or wading is prohibited is for the maintenance of public health and safety 
and to protect the stream habitat. Less restrictive measures will not suffice because of the potential 
sanitary and health threat to the public. 
 
Section 4.10 – TRAVEL ON PARK ROADS AND ROUTES 
 
(a) Park roads, open for travel by motor vehicle to the public, are those indicated in the 
following publication: 
 �“Herbert Hoover NHS” Unigrid Brochure 
 
DETERMINATION: 
Public travel by motor vehicle on specified roads only is necessary for the protection of scenic values, the 
protection of natural and cultural resources, the implementation of management responsibilities, the 
equitable allocation and use of facilities, and to avoid a conflict among visitor use activities. Less 
restrictive measures will not suffice because of the potential threat to public safety and health, 
irreplaceable cultural and natural resources, and park scenic values. 
 
36 CFR §4.21 – SPEED LIMITS 
 
(b) The following speed limits have been established:  

 (i) The speed limit for all roads within parking areas will be 5 mph.  
 (ii) The speed limit along Parkside Drive is 25 mph within the park boundary. 
            (iii) The speed limit along Library and the Loop Drives will be 15 mph. 

                 



 
 
DETERMINATION: 
For safety reasons based on road design and use these speed limits have been established and are 
necessary for the protection of scenic values, the protection of natural and cultural resources, the 
implementation of management responsibilities, the equitable allocation and use of facilities, and to avoid 
a conflict among visitor use activities. Less restrictive measures will not suffice because of the potential 
threat to public safety and health, irreplaceable cultural and natural resources, and park scenic values. 
 
36 CFR §4.30 – BICYCLES
 
 (a)  Bicycle riding is permitted on all paved streets and parking lots, and on the asphalt walkway leading 
from the core area to the loop road only.  Bicycle riding is not permitted on boardwalks or sidewalks 
(except as indicated above). 

 
SECTION 4.31 -- HITCHHIKING  
 
Hitchhiking is prohibited along roads and/ or in parking areas within Herbert Hoover NHS. 
 
Section 7.60  HERBERT HOOVER NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE SPECIAL REGULATIONS 
 
(c) Snowmobiles may be operated only on routes designated:   
 

 Snowmobiles; after consideration of existing special situations, i.e. depth of snow and depending 
on local weather conditions, the superintendent may permit the use of snowmobiles on the 
shoulder of the paved surface of Parkside Drive between Main Street in West Branch and 
Interstate Highway 80.   

                 


